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America has become a “melting pot” of immigrants from many other countries. Those people came to the U.S. to most likely seek a new found freedom full of opportunity, the chance to make their own choices, and to change their lives for the better. Why legally designate English as the official language of our country when there is so much positive diversity and culture? I can state several reasons for making English the official language. On the other hand, I can list off numerous negative reasons for choosing this particular language for the United States. Having English as the official language would limit communication for our ever-growing population. Therefore, I do not agree with designating English as the official language of the United States of America.
 Well done! A clear thesis statement!
            Our country was built on freedom and equality. If English became the official language, it would put those unfamiliar at a clear disadvantage. The immigrants, or those citizens whose spoken language is not English, would have their constitutional right of Freedom of Speech violated. Even right here in our state of Washington, we have much cultural diversity. Take for instance, Seattle or the surrounding counties. There is a significant number of Japanese or other Asian immigrants that came to America for freedom. If English was the only language spoken, it would be difficult for these people to set up shops or restaurants, obtain blue-collar jobs working in factories or markets, or create such a high demand to be able to speak their language. Why should immigrants change who they are just to live here, in “the land of the free?” Many schools in the Puget Sound area now teach all levels of Japanese. Having English as the official language would prevent children or adults to partake in learning Japanese. I feel this would break down communication between the cultures and possibly cause unwanted segregation.
 Excellent support above!
            I believe in the government’s responsibility to communicate effectively with all of its citizens without requiring them to conform to arbitrary cultural standards or language. If a legally designated language was chosen, not only would it effect affect the spoken communication, but written communication as well. I’ve thought about how much we rely on being able to understand written communication on a daily basis. We all use it on a daily basis, whether it’s for personal information, or work-related business. I do not agree with the fact that if an official language was chosen, the government would not provide translation assistance for immigrants. This obstacle would cause much confusion and issues in communication for those who do not understand English.
           I can understand why many people would support English becoming our official language. With such a high-rate of immigration in our country though, I would have to oppose the designation. I believe the citizens, new or not, have the right to preserve their cultures. Most immigrants move to the United States in search of freedom, and the ability to make a choice in how they live their life. Our country is so amazing because can think for ourselves, instead of being told what to do. To be able to choose how to communicate is a freedom that every person should be entitled to no matter where you are from.
 This is an outstanding 90-minute essay.



