Mr. Roth,

I don't mind at all and I'm pretty sure Richard won't mind.  I was afraid it was just going to be terrible and not represent him at all.  I really enjoyed this assignment and getting a chance to actually sit down and talk  with him.

Have a nice weekend!

Jen

----- Original Message ----
Sent on: Friday, May 15, 2009 9:16 AM

Hi, Jennifer,

Below is your graded interview write-up.  It was extrememly well done!

Richard Hazelmeyer
Richard Eugene Hazelmeyer was born here in Spokane on July 22, 1932.  When asked if he was a Leo, he said he was born between the hours of 11:30 and midnight, so he reads both of the horoscopes and chooses the better of the two.  His father, born in 1885, was a foundry worker, a soft sand molder and his mother, born in 1903, was a housewife or a “domestic engineer” as put by Richard.  They met in Kellogg, Idaho, where his father was mining silver and were married in 1922.  They had a total of three children, Richard being the middle child.  His older brother passed away, but his sister, younger by four years, lives here locally in Spokane.  Richard attended Rogers High School, but dropped out during his third year of schooling.  He joined the Army National Guard, the 161st Infantry Regiment in 1950.   He should have graduated in 1952, but was called to active duty to serve in the Korean War before he could finish.   He never quit working on his education, first obtaining a GED then eventually a high school diploma.  
Richard has four children that he had with his middle wife, whom he was married to for 47 years.  She sadly passed away in 2002, just short of 50th wedding anniversary.  He is a proud grandfather, but more notably, a great-grandfather to a sweet 2 ½ year old boy that he enjoys having visits with.  Richard is currently married to Linda.  He admitted been married a couple times before meeting and marrying his current wife, Linda in 2006.  He referred to himself as a “three time loser”.   She has had two previous marriages as well, so he gave her, very respectfully of course, the same title.  When asked about their relationship, Richard said they are two people who will finish their lives out together. 
Richard’s hobbies include being a Ham Radio Operator, photography and traveling around the world.  His favorite destinations include Germany (the Fatherland) and Australia, each pronounced with an authentic accent by Richard himself.  His least favorite destinations, understandably, are Vietnam and Korea, spending approximately 10 ½ months in Saigon, Vietnam and 1 year just north of the DMZ in Korea.  “Damn near everyone went to Korea”, stated Richard, and hopefully appropriately uncensored.  His time in Vietnam was referred to as being involved in police action, meaning there was use of real weapons and bullets.  Simply put, “some made it, and some didn’t.”  He recalled hearing the constant firing and booms throughout the night.  He exclaimed “it was like a firework show…the explosions lighting the countryside”.  He referred to the artillery fire as “mail”, like receiving mail from the enemy.  
Richard lit up when recalling his military career.  It seemed like a very significant part of his life, so I wanted to make sure I dedicated the majority of my writing to his military career.  Richard separated from the Army in 1954 and joined the Air Force in 1956 as a Personnel troop.  His first base was Scott AFB, Illinois.  He was stationed there for approximately 2 years before being transferred to Germany.  While in Europe, he switched career fields and went in to Aircraft refueling.  He was injured in an accident and was medically evacuated to Geiger AFB, bringing him back to his hometown of Spokane.  His right leg was crushed in between a wheel and a brick wall while racing go carts with a group of friends.  He was pretty lucky that he only sustained a leg injury considering the fact they were reaching speeds of 100 plus miles per hour.  
Once he recovered from his injury, he was moved to McChord AFB, the western side of Washington State.  When he was at McChord AFB, they attempted to ship him back overseas, but his medical profile prohibited him.  This caused him to jump in to his third and final career field, Audio Visual.  He aced the test, and added, “This is where the fun began…” 
He went from 0 level to 7 level, a process that normally takes several years, in 6 months, proving his talent and passion for his new job.  He was handed down a special assignment in 1970 to go to Vietnam as a technical advisor for a military language school.  He lived comfortably downtown, teaching English to the Vietnamese Air Force (VNAF) for 10 months.  From there, he went to the 20th Air Division, Fort Lee Virginia for one year then to his last base, Hamilton AFB, CA in 1973.  The base closed in 30 June and his retirement was in 1 Aug, so he had the honor to put his second base “to bed”.  Once he retired, he and his family moved back to Tacoma, Washington.  He worked several odd jobs, such as making windows, before putting his technical skills acquired in the audio visual career to use.  He became a motion picture engineer, installing, rebuilding, and maintaining film projectors for a theater that played “Adult Training” films.  This skill set was acquired when he did a temporary duty in Fairchild and work on the Base.  Richard chuckled and recalled a time on Thanksgiving when his mother in law was visiting and refused to eat the dinner because she thought the money he earned was made in sin, so the Thanksgiving was made in sin.  She wasn’t the only one who thought it was less then innocent and there were several occasions when the theater would be raided by police, arresting the viewers. 
At the time of his retirement from working for the McVay Brothers, his wife was ill and he was only receiving 30% disability for the leg injury he sustained in Europe.  A veteran’s service officer, one I know personally, took the time to work with Richard on his case, rewrote his claim and led to a switch from 30% to 100% compensation.  Somebody took the time to help him when he was in crisis so he wanted to return the favor.  He initially did this by becoming Vice Commander of a local VFW chapter and later becoming a veteran’s service officer.  This is actually how I met Richard.
  He has worked hard to assist and improve the quality of life for his fellow veterans.  In his pursuit to do just that, he has authored several bills, a couple which have translated in to state law.  The first being a graduation bill for Korean and World War II vets, who served in 1940 to 1955 to apply to their high school of choice and receive a diploma.  Spokane law even added a proclamation, adding “all hostile actions”.  He also founded a bill for VA compensation for injuries in the state of Washington.  VA compensation was considered earned income and because of this, a disabled veteran would have to pay property tax.  It took about 3 years to pass, but now, veterans who are receiving 100% compensation and a monthly income of less than $3,500 do not have to pay property taxes.  
Currently in the works, Richard is working on making it so radio operators with a veterans license plate will be exempt from paying a vanity fee to put their call sign, such as K7CYZ (he pronounced the Z as “zed”), which is his personal call sign. 
Jennifer, your essay simply ROCKS!  It is extremely well crafted and presented to the reader!  What a life Richard has led!  Would it be O.K. if I used this interview write-up as a student example in future courses?  I will edit Richard’s name to keep it anonymous and can leave yours off, too, if you wish.
This is extremely well done!
Jim-)  Grade 100/100
----- Original Message ----
Sent on: Sunday, May 10, 2009 4:50 PM

Richard Hazelmeyer
Richard Eugene Hazelmeyer was born here in Spokane on July 22, 1932.  When asked if he was a Leo, he said he was born between the hours of 11:30 and midnight, so he reads both of the horoscopes and chooses the better of the two.  His father, born in 1885, was a foundry, a soft sand molder and his mother, born in 1903 was a housewife or a “domestic engineer” as put by Richard.  They met in Kellogg, Idaho, where his father was mining silver and were married in 1922.  They had a total of three children, Richard being the middle child.  His older brother passed away, but his sister, younger by four years lives here locally in Spokane.  Richard attended Rogers High School, but dropped out during his third year of schooling.  He joined the Army National Guard, the 161st Infantry Regiment in 1950.   He should have graduated in 1952, but was called to active duty to serve in the Korean War before he could finish.   He never quit working on his education, first obtaining a GED then eventually a high school diploma.  
Richard has four children that he had with his middle wife, whom he was married to for 47 years.  She sadly passed away in 2002, just short of 50th wedding anniversary.  He is a proud grandfather, but more notably, a great-grandfather to a sweet 2 ½ year old boy that he enjoys having visits with.  Richard is currently married to Linda.  He admitted been married a couple times before meeting and marrying his current wife, Linda in 2006.  He referred to himself as a “three time loser”.   She has had two previous marriages as well, so he gave her, very respectfully of course, the same title.  When asked about their relationship, Richard said they are two people who will finish their lives out together. 
Richard’s hobbies include being a Ham Radio Operator, photography and traveling around the world.  His favorite destinations include Germany (the Fatherland) and Australia, each pronounced with an authentic accent by Richard himself.  His least favorite destinations, understandably, are Vietnam and Korea, spending approximately 10 ½ months in Saigon, Vietnam and 1 year just north of the DMZ in Korea.  “Damn near everyone went to Korea”, stated Richard, and hopefully appropriately uncensored.  His time in Vietnam was referred to as being involved in police action, meaning there was use of real weapons and bullets.  Simply put, “some made it, and some didn’t.”  He recalled hearing the constant firing and booms throughout the night.  He exclaimed “it was like a firework show…the explosions lighting the countryside”.  He referred to the artillery fire as “mail”, like receiving mail from the enemy.  
Richard lit up when recalling his military career.  It seemed like a very significant part of his life, so I wanted to make sure I dedicated the majority of my writing to his military career.  Richard separated from the Army in 1954 and joined the Air Force in 1956 as a Personnel troop.  His first base was Scott AFB, Illinois.  He was stationed there for approximately 2 years before being transferred to Germany.  While in Europe, he switched career fields and went in to Aircraft refueling.  He was injured in an accident and was medically evacuated to Geiger AFB, bringing him back to his hometown of Spokane.  His right leg was crushed in between a wheel and a brick wall while racing go carts with a group of friends.  He was pretty lucky that he only sustained a leg injury considering the fact they were reaching speeds of 100 plus miles per hour.  
Once he recovered from his injury, he was moved to McChord AFB, the western side of Washington State.  When he was at McChord AFB, they attempted to ship him back overseas, but his medical profile prohibited him.  This caused him to jump in to his third and final career field, Audio Visual.  He aced the test, and added, “This is where the fun began…” 
He went from 0 level to 7 level, a process that normally takes several years, in 6 month, proving his talent and passion for his new job.  He was handed down a special assignment in 1970 to go to Vietnam as a technical advisor for a military language school.  He lived comfortably downtown, teaching English to the Vietnamese Air Force (VNAF) for 10 months.  From there, he went to the 20th Air Division, Fort Lee Virginia for one year then to his last base, Hamilton AFB, CA in 1973.  The base closed in 30 June and his retirement was in 1 Aug, so he had the honor to put his second base “to bed”.  Once he retired, he and his family moved back to Tacoma, Washington.  He worked several odd jobs, such as making windows, before putting his technical skills acquired in the audio visual career to use.  He became a motion picture engineer, installing, rebuilding, and maintaining film projectors for a theater that played “Adult Training” films.  This skill set was acquired when he did a temporary duty in Fairchild and work on the Base.  Richard chuckled and recalled a time on Thanksgiving when his mother in law was visiting and refused to eat the dinner because she thought the money he earned was made in sin, so the Thanksgiving was made in sin.  She wasn’t the only one who thought it was less then innocent and there were several occasions when the theater would be raided by police, arresting the viewers. 
At the time of his retirement from working for the McVay Brothers, his wife was ill and he was only receiving 30% disability for the leg injury he sustained in Europe.  A veteran’s service officer, one I know personally, took the time to work with Richard on his case, rewrote his claim and led to a switch from 30% to 100% compensation.  Somebody took the time to help him when he was in crisis so he wanted to return the favor.  He initially did this by becoming Vice Commander of a local VFW chapter and later becoming a veteran’s service officer.  This is actually how I met Richard.
  He has worked hard to assist and improve the quality of life for his fellow veterans.  In his pursuit to do just that, he has authored several bills, a couple which have translated in to state law.  The first being a graduation bill for Korean and World War II vets, who served in 1940 to 1955 to apply to their high school of choice and receive a diploma.  Spokane law even added a proclamation, adding “all hostile actions”.  He also founded a bill for VA compensation for injuries in the state of Washington.  VA compensation was considered earned income and because of this, a disabled veteran would have to pay property tax.  It took about 3 years to pass, but now, veterans who are receiving 100% compensation and a monthly income of less than $3,500 do not have to pay property taxes.  
Currently in the works, Richard is working on making it so radio operators with a veterans license plate will be exempt from paying a vanity fee to put their call sign, such as K7CYZ (he pronounced the Z as “zed”), which is his personal call sign. 
