In Mary Shelley's novel, Frankenstein (<be sure to underline or italicize names of novels) she explores humanity on a level that is different from the typical exploration of humanity.  Rather than assume that human suffering is part of the human condition, Shelley introduces the idea that human suffering can often be the result of human folly. (<very well said!)  The characters in her novel are not unlike any other human.  They have personality traits that many humans share with them, and this aspect of the book makes it easy for the reader to relate to the characters.  Which (<start with This rather than Which—otherwise, it’s a sentence fragment) also brings an understanding of the horrors that can be born from humans.  Frankenstein and his creation are not as different as they would like to think.  Despite their outward appearances, they both experience great loneliness, are vengerful, compassionate at times, and at other times are monstrous.  Most humans have experienced these feelings before, and that is one of the reasons that the novel is so accessible to many different people.  

Wow! An outstanding intro!
Loneliness and isolation are major themes throughout the book.  Frankenstein feels separate from his family and peers throughout the novel, and his creation is forced into exile because of his appearance.  I think that everyone experiences loneliness and isolation in their lifetime.  I often feel alone, and I am sure many people do.  We live much of our lives going through the motions of what we have to do.  Most of us get up in the morning, drive to work, work all day, and come home to relax.  Throughout the work week there is limited social interaction, and most of the time I spend my weekend catching up on housework.  It is natural for humans to feel alone, it is just the way it is sometimes.  Isolation is sometimes accompanied by loneliness, but not always.  After feeling alone for an extended period of time, a person can often feel isolated from the outside world.  The isolation that Frankenstein felt was self imposed; he isolated himself from others first because of his work, and later because if his guilt.  His creation isolated himself from others because it was necessary to his survival.  

Wow!  You are ROCKING!  An outstanding paragraph above.  Individual loneliness is also a very American trait, born of our histories as individuals.  In societies that place the group first--tribal and clan societies—this haunting sense of loneliness is probably not as present.
Other traits that many people share with Frankenstein and his creation are jealousy, the desire for revenge, and compassion.  We have all felt all of these things in our lifetime, (<begin a new sentence here) jealousy may manifest itself in the desire to have something that somebody else has, whether it is material or an aspect of life.  Revenge is the need to make somebody else "pay" for the pain that they have caused.  I am definately not alone in feeling jealous at times, or the desire to seek revenge.  The thing that separates me from Frankestein's creation, is my ability to reason.  (<wow—yes!) While is natural to desire revenge, most people choose not to act on this desire, because of their ability to reason.  It is strange that the most compassionate character in the novel is the one who is considered a monster.  (geeze, you are doing great!) The point in the novel where is compassion is most evident is when he encounters that family in exile, and begins to help them in small ways.  I think this is Shelley's way of further emphasizing what man can be capable of.  Compassion is something that everyone feels at one point or another, and I beleive that I am a compassionate person.  I care about others, and I often go out of my way to help people.  The compassion of Frankensteins creation is an important aspect of his character, because if he was incapable of feeling anything besides contempt, then we would have trouble viewing him as human, and it is important that we do.

Right, we would not be able to identify with him, were he only one-dimensional.
Both Frankenstein and his monster are intelligent.  This is one of the traits that draws the reader in.  I found myself wondering how the two characters can be so intelligent, but so blind.  (<intelligence and self-insight do not always go hand-in-hand) Intelligence did not stop Frankenstein from acting upon his desire to create his monster, he did not stop to think about the consequences of his actions until it was too late.  In fact, this is one of the things that really bothered me about Frankenstein.  Throughout the entire novel, he refused to take accountability for his actions.  Everything was always the fault of his creation, that was where all of his problems stemmed from.  He never really stopped to think that if he had never dabbled in something he had no business in, that his life would be a lot simpler.  I guess this is one of the traits that separates me from Frankenstein, I assume responsibilty for my actions.  The lesson in this is that intelligence means nothing unless it is accompanied by conscience.  Perhaps conscience is much more important than intelligence, but intellegent people without conscience can be dangerous.  I hesitate to call myself intelligent, but I do belive that I am an intelligent, rational person, so I share this trait with the characters.

The yellow-highlighted commas above are comma splice errors.
Many of the pesonality traits or feelings that the main characters in Shelley's novel experience are very familiar to every one.  Without these feelings tied into the story, it would be difficult for us to relate to any of the characters and understand the story.  The novel is made timeless because of the human emotion she put into her writing.  Time changes many things, but human emotion is something that stays current regardelss of the way the world changes.  The idea that there are things that humans are capable of, but should not attempt is perhaps more current today, with all of the advances in science, than when the novel was originally printed.  

Ashley, this essay is superb!  Your observations are on-target and subtle.  May I use this as an example in future classes?  I can keep it anonymous if you would like.
Nice stuff!

Jim-)  Grade 100/100
