Hello,

Yes of course you can use it as an example. Im afraid it is not a very strong example but yes, of course you can use it.  
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Hi, Irina,

Attached is your graded essay.  It was very well done!  I was hoping you would give me permission to use this essay as an example in future classes.  I can keep it anonymous if you would prefer.  Please feel free to say no if you would feel uncomfortable about it.

Jim
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ESSAY PLANNING SHEET FORM 
Name of Essay: Our Rainforest
 
Essay's Thesis Sentence: It is tougher to be a returning student in college than a student straight out of high school.
 
Topic sentence (Point) of First Body Paragraph: Our brain is like a rain forest: depending on how often we use a certain piece of information defines how well we will know it.
 
Topic sentence (Point) of Second Body Paragraph: The longer we do not use a piece of information, the less of it we will remember. Therefore, we will waste time having to re-learn it once again. 
 
Topic sentence (Point) of Third Body Paragraph: The longer we wait to go back to college, the harder it will be to force ourselves to go back. 
 
Looks good!
Our Rainforest
Life is a staircase. The longer we live, the more we learn, and the higher we are. When we learn from our mistakes- we take a step forward; however, if we don’t learn from our mistakes, we end up either staying at the same step for longer than we should have or maybe even taking a step back. Since we are humans, and not perfect angels, our mind tends to forget the things that we do not use in our everyday lives. Therefore, it is more difficult to be a returning student to college with family and work obligations.
A good beginning!
Our brain is like a rainforest. It has well trodden roads that lead to the things we do on the daily basis. This is information such as our name, friends, family, work, and many other things and activities that we use/do often. Also, the brain has little paths that lead to information we use no so often. These are the things such as the quadratic formula. We know how to do it, but sometimes we need a little reminder. Finally, there are paths that had not been walked on for quite some time, so they are overgrown. This is the information that we once learned but did not use it ever since have not used since. There are trees and bushes growing in the middle of these paths. This is what happens to the path of education in our brain when we give up on school for a couple of years. High school teaches you basic information that you do not use in your daily lives but it is required in order to move on to college. When we let that information stay in a little corner of our brain and don’t use it for a couple of years, the path to it starts to grow in.
I am enjoying your rainforest metaphor!
Also, since a human forgets things rather quickly, it is good to put the information you used to good use right away. If we do not use the things we learned in high school right away, we end up having to waste time re-making the same path you we made in high school. Running start students or students right out of high school end up taking pre-calculus as soon as they get to college, when while many returning students end up taking math 21 to re-learn the things they learned in school. The longer you wait, the harder it will be to learn new stuff. The older the trees grow in the rainforest, the harder it is to chop them down. Many older, returning students, with families and work obligations, have a harder time wrapping their mind around new material than the fresh-out-of-high-school students.

Finally, the older you are, the harder it is to force yourself to go back to school. Most humans do not like change. Once a person gets used to staying at home with the kids or working at a construction job, even though they want a better life, they tend to hang on to their old schedule. After all, well trodden roads are easier to travel than an overgrown, thorny path. (<nicely written!) Both of my sisters are returning students at college. One of them, Galina, got married right out of high school and worked at low paying jobs that did not require college education for five years. She talked about going to college but never came to actually doing it. Finally, she got sick and tired of getting such little pay when she could be getting more. She is a very smart girl and a fast learner. However, now that she finally goes to college, she faces problems. She had to retake a math class that she took had earlier taken in high school already instead of moving to the next step. Now that her paths became overgrown, she is struggling with some things that she wouldn’t have been if she went to college right out of high school.

In conclusion, it is a lot tougher to be a returning college student with a family and work obligations at a college than it is straight out of high school. For one, the brain starts to overgrow on the paths that you made in high school and the information you learned. Second, the longer you wait, the harder it will be to learn new things because the trees in your brain grow very old and strong. It is harder to take down the things you are used to. This leads us to the third point- (<use two hyphens together to form a dash—you are using it correctly here, so keep using it occasionally.  Note that there is no space on either side.)  it is hard to make yourself go back to college once you got used to your daily schedule that did not include college. Therefore, it is a tougher experience in college if you are a returning student.

Irina, I found this to be a very strong essay.  It really becomes an extended metaphor, which makes it more accessible and interesting for the reader.  Would you give me permission to use it as a student example in future classes?  I can keep it anonymous if you like.  Feel no pressure to say yes.
Jim 95/100
