Hi Jim,

Your kind words and praise are very encouraging! I am honored that you want to use my essay as an example for future students... permission granted. :)

Carla

On May 17, 2011, at 10:21 AM, JAMES ROTH wrote:

Hi, Carla,

You've written another amazing essay.  I am sorry for the lack of comments, but it's exceptional! May I use this as well in future classes?  It ROCKED!

Jim
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Essay #1 —Thesis Sentence:
In a culture that worships youth and objectifies women, modesty offers a powerful means for women to regain the respect of others and self.
 

Topic sentence (Point) of First Body: 
At a younger and younger age little girls are taught that their value as people is largely dependent upon their physical appearance.
 

Topic sentence (Point) of Second Body Paragraph:
Interactions with members of the opposite sex are especially awkward for young men and women, bringing up many insecurities and expectations.
 

Topic sentence (Point) of Third Body Paragraph:
There exists a misconception that women who practice modesty, especially to the point of veiling, do not value their sexuality.
 

Topic sentence (Point) of Conclusion Paragraph:
By focusing less on the superficial and more on developing our character, poise, and modesty we can become more secure, balanced, beautiful women deserving of respect.
 

 
A Modest Assessment
Carla Ballensky
 

In her essay “Veiled Intentions: Don’t Judge a Muslim Girl by Her Covering,” Maysan Haydar confesses the shallow motive behind her early decision to begin veiling, and how she has come to value the personal freedom and confidence her traditional Muslim hijab provides. Haydar dispels the notion that veiling is forced on Muslim women as a means to control them. She equates its practice to that of other religions that mandate customs based on their own interpretation of modesty. She is careful to point out that only those who practice veiling as a matter of personal choice fully embrace and appreciate its benefits. Despite the stereotypes that exist in the aftermath of 9/11, Haydar asserts that veiling offers women priceless freedom from judgment that is too often based on physical beauty, body image and adornment. In a culture that worships youth and objectifies women, modesty offers a powerful means for women to regain the respect of others and self.
Wow! Outstanding!
At a younger and younger age little girls are taught that their value as people is largely dependent upon their physical appearance. Disney princesses with flawless skin and unattainable waistlines fill children’s minds with images of how happy, desirable women should look. As they enter early adolescence, our daughters and granddaughters are bombarded with lies perpetuated by an image-obsessed media. Concerns over character and morality are quickly overshadowed by a need to be noticed and accepted. Haydar shares her adolescent experience, in sharp contrast to that of the typical American teenager. Instead of a preoccupation with attracting attention, positive or negative, she describes how “covering removes that first level of being judged . . . and it absolves me of the need or desire to be wanted solely for my looks” (Haydar 184).
Interaction with members of the opposite sex is especially awkward for young men and women, bringing up many insecurities and expectations. Young men feel persuaded by society and hormones to take an aggressive approach, which often results in throwing respect and courtesy out the window. Young women too often cater to those boys’ hormones by dressing provocatively in an attempt to prove their own desirability. Haydar describes how different her encounters with boys in high school were, without the complication of sexual tension and mixed signals. She explains that without any verbal or written coaching, it was as if “guys sensed that they should treat me with respect” (Haydar 185). This theme carried beyond her high school years, as she was fortunate to avoid the pitfalls of disrespect and sexual harassment common on the streets of New York City and in the workplace. As a young adult living on her own, Haydar was no longer compelled to veil based on her family’s beliefs, but rather based on her own values and appreciation for the power of “this small piece of cloth” (184). Wearing her hijab today still carries the unintended benefit of affecting how people view Haydar based on her character and intelligence, rather than her external appearance.
There exists a misconception that women who practice modesty, especially to the point of veiling, do not value their sexuality. According to Haydar, nothing could be further from the truth. Muslim girls are taught from an early age that their bodies are beautiful, valued and to be shared only in the most intimate relationships. As women, they enjoy lavish rituals for beautifying themselves for the pleasure of their husbands. Haydar contrasts this practice with the American ritual of spending countless hours and hundreds of dollars making ourselves beautiful for complete strangers, while often expending considerably less effort to look good for our mate. 
It is a shame that anyone should be judged based on physical appearance alone. Unfortunately, this is often the reality of the superficial society in which we live. Whether through passing down the practice of veiling or not, the lesson Haydar hopes to pass on to her own daughter someday is “it is far more important for her to respect herself, her body, and her life” (188). By focusing less on the superficial and more on developing our character, poise, and modesty we can become more secure, balanced, beautiful women deserving of respect. This is the lesson of true beauty and freedom that we would do well to pass on to our daughters and granddaughters.
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Carla, this is another really excellent essay! You really do have a knack for writing and have submitted two essays that rank among the top I have read in the past several years. Well done!
May I use this one as well in future classes?
I simply enjoy reading your writing.
Jim Grade 100++++++++++++++
 

 

 

