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MLA Core Elements 

1. Author. 

The individual(s) who actually wrote the document – (e.g., 
Bizzell, Patricia, and Bruze Herzberg.) 

 

2. “Title of source.” 

The title of the part of the document that you are using 
(article within a newspaper or journal, chapter of a book, 
song on a music album, etc.) – always in quotes 

      

3. Title of container, 

The title of the bigger work that the document is a part of 
(name of a newspaper, journal, book, music album, etc.) – 
always in italics  
      

4. Other contributors, 

Other individual(s) who worked on the text (editor,        
translator, author of an introduction, performers in a film, 
etc.)  
      

5. Version, 

The edition or version of a text (e.g., 7th ed.) 
       

6. Number, 

The number given for an item in a periodical or series 
(volume and issue number, season and episode number, 
etc.)  
      

7. Publisher, 

The organization primarily responsible for producing the 
source or making it available to the public  
      

8. Publication date, 

The date the work was published - typically use the most 
recent date if there are multiple dates listed, and give as 
much information as is presented about the date (e.g., 
Spring 2013, 2 May 2013, etc.)  
       

9. Location. 

Information about where the text was found, such as page 
numbers, name of a museum, city, or URL 

       

NOTE: Most sources will not include all 9 listed       
components. For each source on your works cited 
page include as many of the components as possi-
ble, and skip items that are not applicable to each 
individual text. The items are always listed in the or-
der given here, with the punctuation given here. 

Always follow your instructor’s guidelines! 

First Page Example 

Works Cited Page 

http://www.scc.spokane.edu/?libaskus


Periodicals & Library Databases 

Newspaper Article from the Web 

Carey, Kevin. “A Quiet Revolution in Helping Lift the Burden of 

Student Debt.” New York Times, 24 Jan. 2015, 

www.nytimes.com/2015/01/25/upshot/a-quiet-revolution-in-

helping-lift-the-burden-of-student-debt.html?mcubz=0. 

Newspaper Article from a Library Database 

Madsen, Sue L. "Teaching Gun Safety in Schools Has Merit." 

Spokesman Review, 2 Jul. 2016, ProQuest US News-

stream, ezproxy.scc.spokane.edu/login?url=https://

search.proquest.com/docview/1802165138?

accountid=1169.  

Scholarly Journal Article in a Library Database 

Lavey, Warren G. "Hospitals Should Help Communities Pre-

pare for Climate Change." American Journal of Public 

Health, vol. 106, no. 11, 2016, pp. 1952-1954, ProQuest 

Research Library, doi:10.2105/AJPH.2016.303436. 

Websites  
A Page on a Website 

Hitti, Miranda. “School Shootings: The Columbine Generation 

Copes.” WebMD, 20 Feb. 2008, www.webmd.com/mental-

health/features/school-shootings-the-columbine-generation-

copes. 

Other Sources  

Film 

The Imitation Game. Directed by Morten Tyldum, performances 

by Benedict Cumberbatch and Keira Knightley, Anchor Bay 

Entertainment, 2015. 

Government Source 

United States. Department of State. “Fact Sheet: U.S.        

Contribution to the International Effort to Eliminate Syria’s 

Chemical Weapons Programs.” 5 Nov. 2013, 

www.state.gov/t/217199.htm. 

Image  

Gifford, Benjamin A. “Columbia River Fish Wheel.” Oregon 

History Project. Oregon Historical Society. oregonhistory-

project.org/articles/historical-records/columbia-river-fish-

wheel/#.WZXgCFGQymw. 

Personal Interview 

Anderson, Kelly. Personal interview. 30 Sept. 2016. 

Speeches, Lectures, or Other Oral Presentations 

Hval, Cindy, et al. “Creative Nonfiction.” Get Lit! Festival, 15 

Apr. 2016, Hagan Foundation Center for the Humanities, 

Spokane, WA, Panel Discussion. 

Works Cited 
  Examples have been compressed  

to save space. All citations should be 
double-spaced on your Works Cited 
page. Remember your hanging indents! 

Note: 

Books 
Book  

Hepburn, Stephanie and Rita J. Simon. Human Trafficking 

Around the World: Hidden in Plain Sight. Columbia UP, 

2013. 

Work in an Anthology, Reference or Collection 

Myers, Lauren. “Animal Testing Necessary in Medical Re-

search.” Viewpoints: Readings Worth Thinking and Writ-

ing About, edited by W. Royce Adams, 8th ed., 

Wadsworth, 2013, pp. 256-258. 

Article in a Reference Book (e.g., Encyclopedias,  

Dictionaries) 

“Desmosome.” Henderson’s Dictionary of Biology. Edited by 

Eleanor Lawrence, 15th ed., 2011. 

Remember - you MUST give credit to sources you 
quote or paraphrase.   
      

The sources you note within the text of your paper 
should correspond to citations listed on your Works 
Cited list. In other words - they should match up!  
      

In-text Citation - Print - Known Author 

Human beings have been described by Kenneth Burke 
as “symbol-using animals” (3). 

OR 

Human beings have been described as "symbol-using 
animals" (Burke 3). 
      

In-text Citation - Print - No Author Named 

Tougher laws regulating phone use while driving can 
“make our roads safer” (“Texting in Motion Kills” 6). 
      

In-text Citations 

General:      

 Typed, double spaced text, 1 inch margins on all sides. 

 Legible font, e.g., Times New Roman, Courier New or Arial.  

Font size = 12 point.  

 Leave only one space after periods. 

 Include a header with your last name, followed by a space 

and then the page number, aligned right (on every single 
page). 

 Begin each paragraph with a half-inch indent. 

First Page: 

 No title page, unless requested.  

 In the upper left-hand corner, list your name, your instructor’s 

name, the course, and the date - double-spaced. 

 Center the title of your paper. Do not underline, italicize or 

place your title within quotes.    

Works Cited Page: 

 Label the page Works Cited, centered at the top of the page. 

 Double-space everything - both between and within all cita-

tions.  Use the hanging indent style (see example). 

 Titles are italicized - not underlined. Capitalize principle 

words in the titles of articles, books, etc. (Exceptions may 
apply - ask for help.)  

Research Paper 
Guidelines 
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