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Neoclassicism is the term used to define a movement during the period of the mid-1700s to the early 1900s.  In one way, it was a retort to Romanticism, which viewed everything with optimism and exuberance that said that humans were, essentially, limitless.  Neoclassicism reverted back to tradition.  It focused on restraint and the belief that humans were not basically good but were, instead, imperfect creatures with definite limits.  

Painters and writers who held the neoclassic viewpoint based their art and works on the classics, hence the name neoclassicism.  They figured that human nature was sure to stay the same throughout the times, and so their art reflected that of tradition.  The art focused mainly on the subject of the paintings.  Followers of neoclassicism thought that humans were the most appropriate subjects.  They therefore put immense effort on lines and shapes and symmetry.  Neoclassic paintings were, perhaps, some of the best examples of that time period, as they illustrate the standards and ideals of the neoclassicism movement.    

I think one of the most important things to note is that Neoclassicism and Romanticism existed during the same time period.  However, they held completely opposite views and ideals.  One was eager to improve and experiment, while the other strived to learn from the past, and to base its ideals on those of classic history.  

