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World Masterpieces 272

Experience #2—100 points possible
Directions:  Please answer the following short essay questions.  Please remember that since this is a “W” course, part of the points awarded will have to do with your use of written English. (10 points each)
1. Consider the following line from a Blake poem.  Represent its rhythm pattern in the blanks below it by using            for unaccented and          for accented.

Tyger! Tyger! Burning bright

____   ____    ____    ____    ____    ____    ____
2. Please consider William Blake’s poem The Chimney Sweeper (Poem #6 on the handout).  What is frightening about the poem’s final line?

3.  Please turn to Keats’ Ode on a Grecian Urn (Poem #1 on the handout).  Next, please read the second stanza.  In Line 18, the poem’s narrator tells the lover to “not grieve.”  Specifically, about what is the lover not to grieve?  What reason(s) does the narrator give for this advice?

4. Consider Whitman’s poem When I Heard the Learn’d Astronomer (Poem #4 in the handout).  Note that the word choice in the first four lines (words such as “proofs,” “add,” “divide”) changes to words such as “gliding,” and “mystical” in the last four lines. Please explain how the change in words reflects the poem’s change in meaning.
5.  Please turn to The World is Too Much with Us (Poem #3 in the handout).  Please write the poem’s rhyme scheme (not rhythm pattern) in the blanks below. 

___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___

6. Consider Wordsworth’s The World Is Too Much with Us (Poem #3 on the handout) and Walt Whitman’s When I Heard the Learn’d Astronomer (Poem #4 on the handout).  What theme do they share about the societies and historical times  in which the poets lived?
7. Consider Tennyson’s Tithonus (Poem #2 in the handout).  Specifically what does the poem’s narrator want?  Please explain by describing in detail the narrator’s situation. 

8.  Our anthologists suggest that Robert Browning’s poems are occasionally like “detective fiction.”  By this they mean that “an imaginary speaker utters words designed to generate a specific effect [and] from these words, typically one can deduce a story never actually told.”

Apply this observation to Browning’s My Last Dutchess (Poem #5 on the handout) and briefly tell the “story never actually told” about the duke, the duchess, and what occurred.
Part II: Fill-the-blank (2 points each)

Please fill the blanks below with the poets who wrote the following lines:
Poets

William Blake

William Wordsworth

Dorothy Wordsworth

John Keats

Tennyson

Robert Browning

Emily Dickinson

Walt Whitman

1. There lies the port; the vessel puffs its sails/ There gloom the dark, broad seas

______________________________________

2. What immortal hand or eye/ Could frame thy fearful symmetry?

______________________________________

3.  They clothed me in the clothes of death/ And taught me to sing the notes of woe.

______________________________________

4.  Getting and spending, we lay waste our powers.
______________________________________

5. A mild warm rain.  We sat in the garden all the morning.  William dug a little.  I transplanted honey suckle.

______________________________________

6.  And he unrolled his feathers/ And rowed him softer home.

______________________________________

7.  I celebrate myself, and sign myself, And what I assume you shall assume.

______________________________________

8. . . . There she stands/ As if alive.

______________________________________

9.  This is the Hour of Lead---/ Remembered if outlived,

______________________________________

10.  Little Lamb, who made thee?/ Dost thou know who made thee?
______________________________________
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