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World Masterpieces 272

Experience #2 (10 points each = 100 points possible)
Directions:  Please answer the following short essay questions.  Please remember that since this is a “W” course, part of the points awarded will have to do with your use of written English.
1. Consider the following line from a Blake poem.  Represent its rhythm pattern in the blanks below it by using            for unaccented and          for accented.

Tyger! Tyger! Burning bright

____   ____    ____    ____    ____    ____    ____
2. Please consider William Blake’s poem The Chimney Sweeper (Poem #6 on the handout).  What is frightening about the poem’s final line?

3.  Please turn to Keats’ Ode on a Grecian Urn (Poem #1 on the handout).  Next, please read the second stanza.  In Line 18, the poem’s narrator tells the lover to “not grieve.”  Specifically, about what is the lover not to grieve?  What reason(s) does the narrator give for this advice?

4. Consider Whitman’s poem When I Heard the Learn’d Astronomer (Poem #4 in the handout).  Note that the word choice in the first four lines (words such as “proofs,” “add,” “divide”) changes to words such as “gliding,” and “mystical” in the last four lines. Please explain why the change in terms of the poem’s meaning.

5.  Please turn to The World is Too Much with Us (Poem #3 in the handout).  Please write the poem’s rhyme scheme (not rhythm pattern) in the blanks below. 

___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___

6. Consider Wordsworth’s The World Is Too Much With Us (Poem #3 on the handout) and Walt Whitman’s When I Heard the Learn’d Astronomer (Poem #4 on the handout).  What theme do they share about the societies and historical times  in which the poets lived?
7. Consider Tennyson’s Tithonus (Poem #2 in the handout).  Specifically what does the poem’s narrator want?  Please explain by describing in detail the narrator’s situation. 

8.  Our anthologists suggest that Robert Browning’s poems are occasionally like “detective fiction.”  By this they mean that “an imaginary speaker utters words designed to generate a specific effect [and] from these words, typically one can deduce a story never actually told.”

Apply this observation to Browning’s My Last Dutchess (Poem #5 on the handout) and briefly tell the “story never actually told” about the duke, the duchess, and what occurred.
9. First, please consider Darwin’s observations and conclusions in our readings from The Origin of the Species and The Descent of Man.  How were Darwin’s observations and conclusions about the Natural World applied by Social Darwinists to human society, social class, and social order? 

10. First, please consider the observations and conclusions Marx offers in his The Manifesto of the Communist Party.  Would Marx have agreed with the Social Darwinists?  Why or why not? 
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