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World Masterpieces 272

Experience #2 (10 points each = 100 points possible)

1. Please consider William Blake’s poem The Chimney Sweeper on pp. 544-5 of our text.  In terms of social control, what is frightening about the poem’s final line?
2.  After considering the work of William Wordsworth, Dorothy Wordsworth, Shelley and Keats, please write a brief but competent definition of Romanticism.
3.  Please turn to The World is Too Much with Us on pp. 560-561.  Please write the poem’s rhyme scheme (not rhythm pattern) in the blank below. 

___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___

4.  Please read the Tuesday, June 1, 1802, entry in Dorothy Wordsworth’s The Grasmere Journals (p. 578), specifically her description of the columbine.  Why could this entry be considered autobiographical?

5.  Please turn to Keats’ Ode on a Grecian Urn, pp. 604-605.  Next, please read the second stanza.  In Line 18, the poem’s narrator tells the lover to “not grieve.”  Specifically, about what is the lover not to grieve?  What reason(s) does the narrator give for this advice? 

6.  Please turn to Tennyson’s Ulysses, pp. 659-661.  Next, please consider lines 22-23:


How dull it is to pause, to make an end/ To rust unburnished, not to shine in use!


Specifically, what do these two lines mean in terms of Ulysses’ past?

7.  Please turn to Tennyson’s Tithonus, pp. 661-662.  Briefly, what is Tithonus’s situation?  What do lines 46-49 mean in terms of his future?

8.  On p. 682 our text’s anthologists state about Robert Browning’s poetry that occasionally his poems are like detective fiction.  An imaginary speaker utters words designed to generate a specific effect; from these words, typically one can deduce a story never actually told.

Apply this observation to Browning’s My Last Dutchess, pp. 684-685 and briefly tell the story never actually told about the Duke’s behavior.
9. What reason(s) does the narrator of Billy Budd give for Claggart’s evil and hatred for Billy?

10.  Just after Billy kills Claggart, the narrator says that because of British naval law, innocence and guilt personified in Claggart and Budd in effect changed places (top of p. 805).  What does the narrator mean by this? What does this say about British naval law?

Please circle:

This experience was     too easy                just right

too difficult
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