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World Masterpieces 272

Experience #2 (10 points each = 100 points possible)

1. Please consider the Wordsworth poem Lines Written in Early Spring, Green Poetry Packet, p. 11.  Why is this poem an excellent example of Romanticism?  (Hint: What is the narrator’s opinion of nature?  What is the narrator’s opinion of the world of humans? Pay particular attention to the final stanza.)

2.  Please turn to The World is Too Much with Us on pp. 560-561.  Please write the poem’s rhyme scheme (not rhythm pattern) in the blank below. 

___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___

3.  Please read the Tuesday, June 1, 1802, entry in Dorothy Wordsworth’s The Grasmere Journals (p. 578), specifically her description of the columbine.  Why could this entry be considered autobiographical?

4.  Please turn to Shelley’s Ode to the West Wind, pp. 596-598.  Next, please read Line 39 on Page 597, The sea-blooms and the oozy woods which wear . . . . To what “woods” does this line refer?  Why are the woods in question “oozy”?

5.  Please turn to Keats’ Ode on a Grecian Urn, pp. 604-605.  Next, please read the second stanza.  In Line 18, the poem’s narrator tells the lover to “not grieve.”  Specifically, about what is the lover not to grieve?  What reason(s) does the narrator give for this advice? 

6. Consider Keats’ poem, To Autumn, pp. 608-609.  Please read the second stanza, lines 12-22.  First, who is the “thee” mentioned in the first line of the stanza (Line 12)?  Next, name two places this stanza suggests the reader might find the “thee” mentioned in this line.

7.  Please turn to Tennyson’s Tithonus, pp. 661-662.  Then, please read lines 46-49.  Specifically, what is the fear the narrator express in these lines?  Next, please explain in the context of the poem—in other words, what is the situation? 

8.  On p. 682 our text’s anthologists state about Robert Browning’s poetry that occasionally his poems are like detective fiction.  An imaginary speaker utters words designed to generate a specific effect; from these words, typically one can deduce a story never actually told.

Apply this observation to Browning’s My Last Dutchess, pp. 684-685 and briefly tell the story never actually told about the Duke’s behavior..

9. What reason(s) does the narrator of Billy Budd give for Claggart’s evil and hatred for Billy?

10.  Just after Billy kills Claggart, the narrator says that because of British naval law, innocence and guilt personified in Claggart and Budd in effect changed places (top of p. 805).  What does the narrator mean by this? What does this say about British naval law?

Please circle:

This experience was     too easy                just right

too difficult

11. Please turn to Billy Budd, p. 805 (just after Billy kills Claggart.) innocence and guild personified in Claggart and Budd in effect changed places.Eight lines from the bottom of the page, Vere says, “Struck dead by an angel of God!  Yet the angel must hang!”  Please explain what Vere means by this, and what this assertion says about Vere and his belief system.

------------------------------------------------------

Please circle:

This experience was     too easy                just right

too difficult
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