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World Masterpieces 272

Experience #3 (11 points each--100 points possible)

Directions: You may use your books and your notes.

1. Why were (are) Charles Darwin’s theories, expressed in The Origin of Species (pp. 1371-1376) and The Descent of Man (pp. 1376-1381), so controversial?  Where do you stand concerning his Theory of Evolution?
2. Consider the following three characters: Ivan Ilyich (The Death of Ivan Ilyich, (pp. 1330-1368), Gabriel Conroy (The Dead, pp. 1893-1921), and Gregory Samsa (The Metamorphosis, pp. 1966-1999).

(Briefly, what does each character discover and the end of his story?

1.  Consider Joyce’s The Dead, pp. 1893-1921.  How is the story of Michael Furey symbolic to Gabriel?  What other element(s) of the story is it meant to be a contrast to?   

A literary theme is the central insight or the unifying generalization about life a work of literature suggests.  What is the theme of Joyce’s The Dead, pp. 1893-1921?
2.  Consider Joyce’s The Dead, pp. 1893-1921.  What does Gabriel come to understand about his feelings for, and his relationship with, his wife?

3. Please consider Kafka’s The Metamorphosis, pp. 1966-1999.  The most obvious metamorphosis is Gregory’s, as he changes from a human into an insect. Name at least three other metamorphoses that occur in the story.  Please clearly identify and number each.

4. Please consider Kafka’s The Metamorphosis, pp. 1966-1999.  According to Wikipedia, a “ ‘codependent’ is . . .  someone who exhibits too much, and often inappropriate, caring for persons who depend on him or her.” Briefly defend the following: Gregor exhibits an excess of co-dependent behavior and through this he has created a prison both for himself and his family.  He is, in fact, the cause of his own suffering.
10.  As promised, please consider all of the authors and characters we have encountered this quarter.  Which one would you most like to take to dinner?  Why? (You may use the back of this page if necessary.)

Please place the following authors and characters in alphabetical order:

Darwin, Gabriel, Ilyich, Joyce, Kafka, Samsa, Tolstoy

1. _____________

2. _____________

3. _____________

4. _____________

5. _____________

6. _____________

7. _____________


