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World Masterpieces 272

Experience #3 (100 points possible)

Directions:  Please clearly and completely read and answer each question.  Partial answers will receive only partial credit.  In addition, since this is a ‘W’ course, your use of English will figure into the points awarded (15 points each).
1. Please consider Charles Darwin’s observations, expressed in The Origin of Species (pp. 1371-1376) and The Descent of Man (pp. 1376-1381).  First, in one sentence, state the theory Darwin developed to explain the variety of life forms we see in existence today.  Second, briefly explain what common beliefs his theory seemed to challenge.
2.  First, please consider the nature of Ivan Ilyich’s society (The Death of Ivan Ilyich, pp. 1330-1368) in terms of what his society values and what sorts of people those values create.  Then make two lists:  In the first, list at least three general values of his society.  In the second, list at least three major attributes of the people his society creates.
First List (three general values):
Second List (three major attributes):
3. Consider the characters Ivan Ilyich (The Death of Ivan Ilyich, pp. 1330-1368), Gabriel Conroy (The Dead, pp. 1893-1921), and Gregory Samsa (The Metamorphosis, pp. 1966-1999).

(Briefly, what does each character discover by the end of his story?

Ivan Iliych:

Gabriel Samsa:

Gregory Samsa:

4.  A literary theme is the central insight or the unifying generalization about life a work of literature suggests.  


First, in one sentence please state the literary theme of Joyce’s The Dead, pp. 1893-1921.  Please underline this sentence.  Then, briefly explain why you believe this is the theme of the story.

5. Please consider Kafka’s The Metamorphosis, pp. 1966-1999.  The most obvious metamorphosis is Gregory’s, as he changes from a human into an insect. List at least three other metamorphoses that occur in the story.  Please clearly identify and number each.

6.  Please consider all of the authors and characters we have encountered this quarter.  Which one would you most like to take to dinner?  What would you hope to talk about?  Why? 

7. Finally, please place the following authors and characters in alphabetical order (10 points):

Darwin, Gabriel, Ilyich, Joyce, Kafka, Samsa, Tolstoy

1. _____________

2. _____________

3. _____________

4. _____________

5. _____________

6. _____________

7. _____________
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