J. Roth






Name:___________________

World Masterpieces 272

Experience #3 (20 points each--100 points possible)

Due: No later than 1 p.m., Monday, June 9, 2003.  Please place your experience under my office door or in the box outside.  Please place your course/instructor evaluation in the gray envelope outside my door. (Office—211T).

1.  Please turn to William Butler Yeats’ poem Easter 1916 (pp. 1418-1419).  The third stanza speaks of a stone, with the last line stating that “The stone’s in the midst of all.”  What does the stone represent?
2.  Please consider the deaths of Ivan Ilyich and Gregor Samsa (The Death of Ivan Ilyich, pp. 1180-1222 and The Metamorphosis, pp. 1638-1672).  


What is one essential difference in their deaths in terms of any insights that impending death revealed to each of these characters?   


Note: This question does not ask about how they died; rather it asks about the meaning each man’s impending death may have revealed to him.

3.  Please turn to p. 1614 of Joyce’s The Dead and locate the paragraph toward the bottom of the page that begins “Gabriel, leaning on his elbow, looked for a few moments . . . .”  After carefully reading the paragraph, please answer the following:


What does Gabriel come to understand about his feelings for, and his relationship with, his wife?

4.  Please turn to Alice Munro’s Walker Brothers Cowboy, pp. 2155-2165.  Next, please read carefully the final 20 lines of the story (p. 2165).  Considering the events of the story, please explain the father’s silence.  What is he feeling?  Why?
5.  Please consider all of the authors and characters we have encountered this quarter.  Which one would you most like to take to dinner?  Why?


