Phaedra Pop Quiz




Name:___________________

Please circle the best answer in each of the following:

1. In Act I, why does Hippolytus say he wants to leave Troezen?

A. He wants to find his father

B. He wants to be away from Aricia

C. He wants to win fame for himself

D. All of the above

2.  In Act I, Hyppolytus tells Theramenes that he (Hyppolytus)
A.  Is in love with Phaedra
B.  Is in love with Aricia
C.  Wants nothing to do with inheriting Theseus’s kingdom
D.  Will return to the Amazon to live with his mother
3.  In Act I, we find that Aricia cannot marry because
A. She pledged her life to the Church as a nun
B.  Her womb is barren and so she feels she is unworthy
C.  Theseus won’t allow it.
D.  She loves only Bradeus Pitteus who unfortunately is already married to Angelinus Joleus
4.  Phaedra’s nurse and confidante Oenone says that she is tired of hearing Phaedra’s wish to

A.  Divorce Theseus

B.  Lock lips with Hippolytus
C.  Challenge Aricia to a duel
D.  Die

5.  Toward the end of Act I, Phaedra admits that
A.  She wants to return to Athens
B.  She wants to replace Oenone with a more understanding nurse and confidante

C.  She loves Hyppolytus
D.  She is pregnant
6.  Also toward the end of Act I, Phaedra is told that

A.  She needs a new “do” because her hair is a mess

B.  Hyppolytus loves her

C.  Theseus is dead

D.  Oenone is plotting with Hippolytus to deny Phaedra the throne

7. Early in Act II, Aricia admits to Ismene that
A.  She is in love with Hyppolytus

B. She wants to avenge her family’s deaths at the hands of Theseus

C. She wants to overthrow Theseus so that she can rule Troezen 

D. All of the above

8.  In Act II, Hyppolytus suggests that 

A. Phaedra quickly find another husband so there is no “power vacuum”
B.  Since Theseus is dead, his love is now split between Aricia and her 
C.  Theseus be denied a king’s burial

D.  Theseus’s kingdom be divided three ways

9.  In Act II, Hyppolytus tells Aricia that 
A.  He loves his step-mother Phaedra and wants to marry her
B.  She will never be given a share of Theseus’s kingdom
C.  She should challenge Phaedra to a duel

D.  She should consult the oracle Pariseus Hiltoneus for guidance
10.  The characters’ comments throughout the first two acts of the play suggest that
A.  One cannot control passion once one falls in love
B.  Betrayal to gain power is acceptable

C.  They hate hyppolytus as much as they hated his father Theseus

D.  The playwright Racine couldn’t even rhyme a jingle for a cereal box let alone a whole play
