William Shakespeare, Hamlet

Multiple Choice Quiz

1. At the beginning of the play, Hamlet is most upset because:

a) his father is dead

b) Claudius is king

c) his father was murdered

d) his widowed mother has quickly married his uncle *** (p. 2418)

2. Polonius warns Ophelia to stay away from Hamlet because:

a) Hamlet is mad

b) Hamlet should be king

c) their social positions are too far apart *** (p. 2423)

d) Polonius has another husband in mind for her

3. The ghost of Hamlet’s father tells him to:

a) kill Claudius

b) avenge his murder *** (p. 2426)

c) move on with his life

d) punish Gertrude and Claudius

4. Claudius tells Rosenkranz and Guildenstern he wants them to:

a) prove Hamlet is up to something

b) lure Hamlet into a trap so Claudius could dispose of him

c) amuse Hamlet *** (p. 2434)

d) talk Hamlet into going away

5. By producing “The Mousetrap,” Hamlet hopes to:

a) determine if Claudius is guilty of Hamlet Sr.’s murder ***

b) amuse Claudius and Gertrude

c) make Claudius think Hamlet has gone mad

d) calm Claudius’s fears

6. The reaction of Claudius to “The Mousetrap” tells Hamlet:

a) Gertrude is definitely an accomplice to the murder

b) Claudius is involved in a political plot

c) Gertrude is innocent

d) Claudius is absolutely guilty of Hamlet Sr.’s murder *** (p. 2461)

7. When Hamlet confronts Gertrude in her room after the performance of “The Mousetrap,” he tells her:

a) she is complicit in Hamlet Sr.’s death

b) Polonius and Claudius are guilty of murder

c) she has let her sexuality blind her *** (p. 2464)

d) they must kill Claudius

8. Fortinbras requests that his army cross Denmark on its way to Poland as:

a) a short route

b) an unexpected way to enter Poland

c) a way to help Hamlet become the rightful king

d) a ruse to invade Denmark *** (p. 2473)

9. Ophelia commits suicide because:

a) her brother has been cruel to her and then deserted her

b) Hamlet rejected her

c) she felt used and deceived by Polonius and Hamlet ***

d) she could not bear one more sorrow

10. Hamlet switched the letter Claudius gave Rosenkranz and Guildenstern because he:

a) wanted to escape

b) needed to slip away and return to Denmark to kill Claudius

c) no longer considered them friends

d) believed they were guilty of leading him to his death *** (p. 2479)

11. Claudius convinces Laertes to kill Hamlet by:

a) making him believe Hamlet killed Polonius *** (p. 2482)

b) asking for help to protect his throne

c) convincing him Hamlet is helping Fortinbras

d) making him believe Hamlet has compromised Ophelia

12. In the graveyard scene, when Hamlet learns that the funeral is for Ophelia, he:

a) tries to kill Claudius whom he blames

b) hides and plots his revenge

c) shows himself and professes his profound love for Ophelia *** (p. 2490)

d) challenges Laertes to a duel

13. When Laertes challenges Hamlet to a duel, Hamlet takes it as:

a) a pleasant diversion *** (p. 2495)

b) a mortal threat

c) a way to further test Claudius

d) a way to expose Claudius’s guilt

14. Hamlet finally kills Claudius because:

a) the duel gave him the nerve

b) he wants to be king as is his right

c) he wants to help Fortinbras

d) Gertrude drank from the poison cup *** (p. 2498)

15. While Hamlet is dying, Horatio:

a) promises to avenge his death

b) wants to follow Hamlet in death *** (p. 2498)

c) hopes Hamlet will tell him the reason for the deaths

d) realizes Fortinbras will invade the country

Short Answer Quiz

1. In the first act, Hamlet is upset by issues both personal and political that influence his actions throughout the play. Explain those issues and how they affect his actions in the play.

2. The way many people interpret the relationship between Gertrude and Hamlet is influenced by the Mel Gibson film version. Based solely on the text, describe the relationship between the two characters, being mindful of how Europeans are more physically expressive than most Americans.

3. Describe the relationship between Hamlet and Ophelia. Be sure to consider: (1) what it was before Hamlet Sr.’s death; (2) why Hamlet spurns her; (3) what her father requests her to do about Hamlet; (4) the reason for her suicide; and (5) Hamlet’s reaction to it.

4. Pick three incidents from the play that demonstrate what a sly courtier Polonius is.

5. Describe Laertes’s good and bad qualities. How does he compromise his honor? What do you think about the information he learns during his duel with Hamlet? How do you feel about his death?

6. Gertrude is torn between her love for Claudius and her love for Hamlet. Explain how these two loves influence her actions toward both men, as well as toward Ophelia and Polonius.

7. If Hamlet were mad, there would be no point to the play. Explain how Hamlet uses feigned madness to accomplish his goals in his interactions with Claudius, Polonius, and Ophelia.

8. Played against the story of Hamlet is a political intrigue involving Fortinbras. How dos the timely arrival of Fortinbras at the end of the play affect the kingdom of Denmark?

9. Hamlet is often criticized for his hesitancy in obeying the command of his father’s ghost. Explain why he is reluctant to obey and how that reluctance influences his actions.

10. Why do you think Hamlet is always on the list of the top ten greatest works of literature?

