World Masterpieces 271


 Name:__________________

Experience #2




100 points possible

I. Short Answer (10 points each):  Please write brief but complete answers to the following questions:

The Koran

1.  Which Old Testament character and story did we read about in both Genesis and the Koran?  Please name the character.  Next, name one difference in the Koran’s version of the story.

Beowulf

2.  At the beginning of the narrative, why does Beowulf come to the aid of Hrothgar?

3.  Who is Wiglaf?  What part does he play in the narrative?

Dante’s Inferno

4.  Name one category of people whose souls dwell in Limbo (The First Circle).  Why would Dante, a Christian author, need to create a Limbo for them?

5.  At the beginning of the Second Circle, sinners confess their sins to Minos.  What does Minos do to indicate into which circle of hell they go?

6. Why is an eternity of ice an appropriate environment for the damned souls of the Ninth Circle?  Give an example of a sin that would place a sinner in this circle.
7.  Three parts: First, how many heads does Lucifer (Dis, Satan) have?  Second, name one of the three historical figures being chewed in one of Lucifer’s mouths.  Finally, please explain why Dante would put into two of Satan’s mouths historical figures that lived and died before the time of Jesus. 
8. Please explain why Dante and Virgil have to climb down from Lucifer’s heads to his waist and then have to climb up from Lucifer’s waist to his feet to reach the Earth’s surface.
The Thousand and One Nights
9. Briefly retell the Frame Story that sets up the tales in The Thousand and One Nights. Then describe what plot device allows Shahrazad to continue to tell her stories.
10. Give two examples of racial and/or gender stereotypes that are a part of The Thousand and One Nights.


2  of  4

