World Masterpieces 271


Name:______________________
Exam #1, Form E

The Epic of Gilgamesh through Oedipus Rex
100 points possible

Note: Please remember that since this is a ‘W’ course, the quality of your writing will in part determine the number of points you earn.

I. Short Answer (5 points each):  Please write brief but complete answers to the following questions:

The Epic of Gilgamesh

1.  Why is Enkidu created?

3.  What test does Utnapishtim give Gilgamesh to see if Gilgamesh might be worthy of eternal life?

The Old Testament

4.  What covenant or promise does God make to Noah and humankind after the Flood?

5.  How does the Book of Genesis explain the origin of languages?

8.  What final question does Job ask God and what is God’s answer?

9.  Name two things The Epic of Gilgamesh and The Old Testament have in common (events, characters, themes).

The Iliad

10.  Homer intended The Iliad to hold a lesson for the Greek society of his time.  What was the lesson?
11.  After Achilles defeats Hector, what does Achilles do first with Hector’s body?

12.  What prompts Priam to visit the Greek camp?

The Odyssey

  How does Odysseus anger Poseidon, the god of the sea, and thereby delay his return to his homeland?

13.  In what key ways do the characters Odysseus and Achilles differ?  Please give examples.
Oedipus Rex

15.  What act of free choice does Oedipus make once he discovers the truth about himself?

Short Essay (8 points each):

16.  The Book of Job and Oedipus Rex teach the same lesson.  What is it?

18.  Both Gilgamesh and Achilles lost partners (Gilgamesh lost Enkidu.  Achilles lost Patroclus).  In what ways was their reaction different to these losses? Why?
Please comment on the course to this point and turn this page in separately without your name on it. 
1. So far, what is going well in this course?  What, if anything do you like about it? 

2. What would you like to see changed?  What could make it better?

