The Ancient World

Multiple Choice Quiz

1) The “Ancient World” refers to:

a) prehistoric culture

b) European culture before 800 B.C.E

c) the culture of the Mediterranean Basin before 400 B.C.E. ***

d) the culture of fifth century B.C.E. Greece 

2) The “Fertile Crescent” refers to which geographical area?

a) Egypt along the Nile

b) the valley between the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers ***

c) the agricultural areas of the Peloponnese

d) the rich volcanic soil of southern Italy 

3) Asia Minor is the ancient name for the countries in:

a) western Asia ***

b) central Asia

c) eastern Asia

d) eastern Europe

4) In the first millennium B.C.E., the Hebrew nation reached great expansion and prosperity under Kings:

a) David and Cyrus

b) Cyrus and Ezekiel

c) Ezekiel and Solomon

d) Solomon and David ***

5) In the sixth century B.C.E., the Hebrew cities were destroyed and the population deported to:

a) Egypt

b) Ur

c) Babylon ***

d) Anatolia

6) The Torah is:

a) the Hebrew book of customs

b) the early history of the Hebrews

c) the teachings of the early prophets

d) the first five books of the Hebrew Bible ***

7) The diaspora is:

a) a communal meal to celebrate the Hebrews’ release from bondage

b) the dispersal of Hebrews among other cultures/religions ***

c) a celebration of “oneness” of the Hebrew community

d) the Hebrew resettlement in Israel

8) The state of Israel was created:

a) after the Hebrew revolt against the emperor Hadrian

b) after WWII ***

c) after their journey with Moses 

d) after their release from bondage

9) The Hebrew religion is different from other religions in the ancient world because:

a) it is monotheistic ***

b) it teaches people to be responsible

c) it believes in an afterlife

d) it hopes for a Redeemer

10) The ancient Greeks called themselves:

a) Indo-Europeans

b) The Chosen

c) Hellenes ***

d) Argives

11) The ancient city of Troy was located in what is now:

a) eastern Greece

b) western Turkey ***

c) the Peloponnese

d) Macedonia

12) Homer was inspired by:

a) Minoan poets

b) the history of Mycenae

c) tales from Asia Minor  

d) Greek oral epic poetry ***

13) Ancient Greek religion:

a) both distained and worshiped their gods ***

b) believed in a Savior to come

c) leaned toward monotheism

d) believed that God and Nature are one

14) Ancient Greeks considered their gods:

a) arbitrary and capricious toward humans ***

b) paragons of virtue

c) representatives of natural forces

d) always benevolent toward humans

15) In the religion of ancient Greece, morality was:

a) created by gods for humans

b) created by humans  ***

c) a joint project shared by gods and humans

d) the natural result of worship

16) The city-states of ancient Greece were alike:

a) in political structure

b) in heritage ***

c) in dialect

d) in geography

17) Before the fifth century B.C.E., the city-states of Ancient Greece were governed as:

a) a democracy

b) a monarchy

c) an oligarchy ***

d) a theocracy

18) By the beginning of the fifth century B.C.E., the two main city-stares were:

a) Athens and Mycenae

b) Athens and Olympia

c) Athens and Delphi

d) Athens and Sparta ***

19) The democracy of fifth century B.C.E. Athens was:

a) representative and open to all males

b) direct and open to all males

c) representative and open to all free men

d) direct and open to all free men ***

20) The majority of city-states on the Peloponnese were ruled by:

a) Athens

b) Sparta ***

c) Olympia

d) Mycenae

21) The Peloponnesian Wars were between:

a) Athens and Persia

b) Sparta and Persia

c) Athens and Sparta ***

d) Sparta and the rest of Greece

22) Ancient Greek women’s first duty was to:

a) produce sons ***

b) work alongside men

c) participate in government behind the scenes

d) help with the family business

23) Sophists were:

a) mathematicians

b) followers of Socrates

c) teachers ***

d) naturalists

24) The most famous of the Sophists was:

a) Prothagoras

b) Socrates

c) Pericles

d) Protagoras ***

25) One of Greece’s greatest contributions to Rome was:

a) democratic government

b) rhetoric ***

c) the strategy of warfare

d) mathematics

26) The dialectic method of Socrates was based on:

a) question and answer ***

b) lecture

c) discussion

d) educated opinion

27) Socrates was condemned to death for:

a) treason

b) false teaching

c) impiety ***

d) corrupting the youth of Athens

28) In the fourth century B.C.E., the Greek city states fell to: 

a) Persia

b) Macedon ***

c) Rome

d) Troy

29) Rome’s great enemy in North Africa was:

a) Carthage ***

b) Egypt

c) Cyrene

d) Utica

30) Rome emerged as a world power after:

a) victory over the Etruscans

b) victory over the Greeks

c) victory over the Cyrenians

d) victory over Carthage ***

31) In general, Rome and Romans were:

a) liberal

b) conservative ***

c) middle-of-the-road

d) anarchists

32) The first Roman emperor was:

a) Julius Cesar

b) Ptolemy

c) Augustus ***

d) Nero

33) Latin literature began with:

a) the plays of Plautus and Terrance

b) a translation of the Odyssey ***
c) Vergil’s Aeneid
d) The speeches of Cicero

34) Petronius’s Satyricon satirizes:

a) the government

b) the education system

c) the plebian class

d) the nouveau riche

35) A belief system is the way a society:

a) views the world and human life *** 

b) acts for the betterment of others

c) understands the heavens

d) categorizes Nature

