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Comprehensive Final In-Class Essay

(200 points possible)

Directions: You will have two days to complete this essay.  Please turn in all your work each day before you leave class.  You may use any resources you wish—your text, handouts, the dictionary--but please do your own work.

Congratulations! You have been selected for a very great honor.  You will be responsible for choosing the meaningful items that will be placed in a time capsule and buried beneath the cornerstone of a new building.

      A time capsule is a durable, water-tight container that holds items that represent what is important to the people who bury it.  On occasion when a new building is constructed, a time capsule is buried under the new building’s cornerstone and usually remains buried until the new building, having grown old, is torn down, perhaps 50 to 100 years later.  Because the people who bury time capsules place in them items that best reflect the life and times in which they live, those who discover and open the capsule 50 to 100 years later have a better sense of what life was like and what was important to those who buried it.

In a short essay, please answer the following:

What two to three items would you pick to go in the time capsule?  In other words, what items do you think would best represent 2010 life on Earth?  Give reasons you selected your particular items. 

      You should pick items of reasonable size, but price is no object.

----------------------------

Rough draft today--final copy tomorrow.  Please leave your rough drafts with me before you leave today.  I’ll bring them back to class tomorrow.

Outline:

Paragraph 1: Introduction and thesis sentence

Paragraph 2: Item One and justification

Paragraph 3: Item Two and justification

Paragraph 4: Item Three and justification (optional)

Paragraph 5: Short but elegant Conclusion

