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HOMESCHOOLING
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Please read and consider the following and then come prepared to write about this during tomorrow’s class.

Homeschooling occurs when children do not attend public or private schools but instead are educated by one or both parents.  During this time (often for several years) the parents become responsible for teaching their children all the subjects they would normally study in public or private schools.

Potential Benefits of Homeschooling

· Control what your children learn and when they learn it.

· Build intimate and meaningful relationships with your children.

· Tailor your teaching to fit your children's dominant learning styles.

· Give your children in-depth, personal attention in any subject with which they struggle or excel.

· Transfer your values and beliefs to your children and address their questions when they have them.

· Protect your children from the negative influences they may encounter outside the home.

· Address "big issues" with your children when you feel they're ready.

· Help your children mature through the difficult times in their lives.

· Share the joy of teaching your children with your spouse.

Potential Disadvantages of Homeschooling

· Spend 24 hours a day with your children for several days at a time.

· Justify homeschooling to family and friends who oppose your decision to learn at home.

· Be very patient with your children when it seems they aren't learning anything at all.

· Deal with the frustrations of sometimes being "behind."

· Spend more money on your children's education than you're accustomed to.

· Get out of your comfort zone to learn how to homeschool effectively.

· Encourage your children even when you don't feel like it.

· Seek advice from other homeschooling parents when you encounter problems you're not equipped to handle.

· Research several curriculum programs before you find one that works for you and your family.

