Oxford English Dictionary - Classroom Applications
Possible learning objectives:

· Explore the dynamic nature of the English language by tracking the emergence of new words or changing meanings over time

· Appreciate the richness of the English language by exploring obscure, obsolete or seldom used words and meanings

· Build vocabulary

· Others?

Assignments and activities for students:

· Sign up for the OED Word of the Day.

· Find six obscure, obsolete or seldom used words in the OED.  Use one or more of the words in a short piece of writing or an oral presentation.
· When reading non-contemporary literature, find a word that is important to the meaning of a passage or that is somehow confusing or complex.  Look it up in the OED to see how the word was used at the time the work was written.   Write about how that helps in understanding the passage.

· Discover what contributions particular writers have made to the development of new words and meanings by using the OED Simple Search feature to look up “first cited author.”  (e.g. search for L Carroll in first cited author)
· Write a “history of a word” that describes how spellings and meanings have changed over time.  The word can be taken from readings or related to the class theme.

· Lauren Fink, English instructor at Walla Walla Community College, has created a excellent blog where students report on their discoveries in the OED.  http://ourcityofwords.blogspot.com/2009/01/oed-exercise.html
