J. Roth/English 201




Name:_____________________

In-Class Comparison-Contrast Essay—15 points

Directions: Please select one of the topics below and using the organization sheet we explored, write a competent comparison-contrast essay.

1. Compare and/or contrast your life five years ago with your life today.  Subject A would be your life five years ago.  Subject B would be your life today.

2. Compare and/or contrast your life today with your life five years from now.  Subject A would be your life today.  Subject B would be your life five years from now.

3. Contrast an event or experience in your life that was much different from what you had anticipated it would be like.  Subject A what you anticipated the event or situation would be like.  Subject B would be what the situation or event was really like.

4. Write a contrast essay using any situation or event that is an example of the saying “be careful of what you wish more—it may come true.”

5. Compare and/or contrast your memory of a person or place with a recent encounter.  Subject A would be your memory.  Subject B would be your recent encounter.

6. Compare and/or contrast a hero of yesterday with a hero today.  Subject A would be a hero of yesterday.  Subject B would be a hero of today.

7. Compare and/or contrast a piece of cutting-edge technology five years ago with its counterpart today.
8. Subject A would be the piece of technology five years ago.  Subject B would its counterpart today.

9. Compare and/or contrast two instructors you have had.  Subject A would be one of the instructors.  Subject B would be the other.

10. Compare and/or contrast two dates you’ve been on.  Subject A would be one of the dates.  Subject B would be the other.
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A Blank Contrast Paper Outline:

Subject A: ______________________
Subject B: _____________________

Narrow to two differences:


The two differences you want to present: ____________ (Difference #1) and ____________ (Difference #2)

· Thesis Sentence pattern: Subject A and Subject B differ in Point of Difference #1 and Point of Difference #2.
Finally, fill in the following outline for the Point-by-Point or Alternating Option

Paragraph #2: ______________ (Subject A) ----___  ____ _____ (Difference #1)

Paragraph #3: ______________ (Subject B) ----___  _ ________ (Difference #1)

Paragraph #4: ______________ (Subject A) ----___  _ ________ ( Difference #2)

Paragraph #5: ______________ (Subject B) ----______  _ _____  (Difference #2)

Paragraph—Conclusion

OR fill in the following outline for the Subject or Block Option

Paragraph #2: ______________ (Subject A) ----___  ____ _____ (Difference #1)

Paragraph #3: ______________ (Subject A) ----___  _ ________ ( Difference #2)

Paragraph #4: ______________ (Subject B) ----___  _ ________ (Difference #1)

Paragraph #5: ______________ (Subject B) ----______  _ _____ (Difference #2) 

Paragraph—Conclusion

(You are now ready to write.

 A Blank Comparison Paper Outline:

Subject A: ______________________
Subject B: _____________________

Narrow to three similarities:

The three similarities you want to present:

Similarity #1_______________, Similarity #1_______________, Similarity #3_______________

· Thesis Sentence pattern: Subject A and Subject B are similar in Point Of Similarity #1, Point Of Similarity #2, and Point Of Similarity #3.

Finally, fill in the following outline:

Paragraph #1 will be your introduction ending with your thesis sentence.

Paragraph #2: ______________ (Subjects A and B) —______________ (Similarity #1)

Paragraph #3: ______________ (Subjects A and B) —______________ (Similarity #2)

Paragraph #4: ______________ (Subjects A and B) —______________ (Similarity #3)

Paragraph—Conclusion 

(You are now ready to write.

A Blank Comparison-Contrast Paper Outline: (Begin with the similarities unless you have a good reason not to.) 

Subject A: ______________________
Subject B: _____________________

Narrow to one or two differences and one or two similarities 

Pick two similarities—____________ and ____________
      and one difference—____________

· Thesis Sentence pattern: Subject A and Subject B are similar in Point of Similarity #1 and Point of Similarity #2, but differ in and Point of Difference #1.

Paragraph #1 will be your introduction ending with your thesis sentence.

Paragraph #2: ______________(Subjects A and B) —______________ (Similarity #1)

Paragraph #3: ______________(Subjects A and B) —______________ (Similarity #2)

Paragraph #4: ______________ (Subject A—Difference #1)


Paragraph #5: ______________ (Subject B—Difference #1)


Paragraph—Conclusion

(You are now ready to write.

