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Name:__________________

J. Roth

TOPIC:  The kind of person each of us is today is the result of many influences.  We are at the same time unique creations never before seen upon earth as well as combinations of other people, events, and moments in our personal and family histories.


What influences have really determined who we are as people?  Our genes?  Our parents, family and other relatives?  Our friends?  Our culture?  Our religious beliefs?  Where we were raised?  Books we have read?  Ideas we have encountered?  Events we have lived through that were beyond our control?  Our good luck? Our bad luck?  Choices we have made?  Choices that were made for us?  Our successes and failures?


In a short in-class writing, discuss the two or three most important influences in your life.  In other words, write about the two or three influences (events, people, ideas, etc.) that have most made you the person you are.  Remember that influences can be positive or negative.  Write a brief introduction and then discuss each influence in a separate paragraph, showing how each affected you.

A sample thesis sentence might be “The three most important influences in my life have been name of first influence, name of second influence, and name of third influence.”

When I grade your essay, I will look for the following in particular:

 

· Organization:  a clear thesis sentence at the end of your first paragraph.  A “Milkshake Essay” structure throughout.

· Development: a clear topic sentence at the beginning of each body paragraph as well as unity, coherence, and completeness of body paragraph details.

· Language Use: absence of general errors, sentencing errors (fragments, comma splices, run-ons).  Proper use of Words Often Confused. 
