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In-Class Essay Prompt
As I am sure you are aware, we are in the thick of another Presidential election campaign.  Amid all of this campaign frenzy are the perennial complaints about the flaws in the Presidential campaign and election process our country uses to elect the next Administration and ways that we could reform the process.

In a short essay, suggest and support two or three reforms that you think might improve our Presidential campaign and election process.  

Any part of this process is open to your suggested reforms.  You might consider 

· the two-party system,

· the late summer convention structure,
· how Presidential and Vice-Presidential candidates are selected, 

· the calendar we use to schedule the debates and the general election (the first Tuesday of November), 
· the number of debates scheduled, 
· the Electoral College structure specified in the Constitution,
· the quality, truth, and level of intelligence of campaign ads, 
· how the Presidential campaign is financed, 
· polls and their uses or misuses, 

· the Internet and its influence, 
· the “Talking Heads” on The Tube—
--anything is fair game for your suggested changes.  
NOTE: In no way will any political leanings suggested in your essay affect my evaluation of your diagnostic.  I will look only at your sentencing, paragraphing, development and literacy.
