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Quiz on Whitman—Please circle the best answer in each of the following:
1. Considering the poem I Saw in Louisiana a Live Oak Growing, what does the poem’s narrator compare the live oak to?

A. America and its strength

B. himself

C. another species of tree

2. Considering the poem When I Heard the Learned Astronomer, where does the poem’s narrator encounter the learned astronomer?

A. In a bar in New York

B. At a party

C. In a lecture-room
3. The poem This Compost is most generally about

A. creating a new garden

B. urging others to conserve rather than discard waste

C. the power of the Earth and Nature

4. Considering the poem I Saw in Louisiana a Live Oak Growing, in what way does the poem’s narrator say he differs from the live oak?

A. unlike the oak, the narrator could not stand to be alone without his friends

B. unlike the oak, the narrator could not stand to remain in one spot as the oak does

C. unlike the oak, the narrator could not stand being dormant through the winter

5. Considering the poem A Noiseless Patient Spider, the poem’s narrator compares the spider and the spider’s efforts to which of the following? 

A. a soul seeking meaning and connection

B. a moth trying to free itself from a spider’s web

C. a river carving its course through the bedrock
Terms to consider:   Gossamer
Promontory
Ductile

Mystical



Startled
Terrified
Furrow
Failing to fetch me at first keep encouraged,

Missing me one place search another,

I stop somewhere waiting for you.


from Song of Myself
