J. Roth 									Winter 1998


AMERICAN LITERATURE 246


Office: 2nd Floor S.C.C. Library 				      Office Phone: 533-7058


 TEXT:  The  American Tradition in Literature, Volume 2, 8th Ed. by Perkins and others


ABOUT THE COURSE


American Literature 246 is an interdisciplinary course  that gives us the opportunity to study recent American authors and their works.  The time span will be roughly from 1875 to present.  Course content includes not only literature, but also history, philosophy, science, religion, and social movements including racial, labor, political, and legal issues.  No attempt will be made to convert you to a particular belief; no particular belief will be exempt from scrutiny.


Class time will include both small group and general discussion.  Please remember that this is not a lecture course, and so to profit always read assignments in advance and come to class willing to discuss them;  please do not attend if your intention is only to have other class members or me tell you what the assignments mean.  Expect an occasional pop quiz to encourage participation and reward those who complete assignments on time. 


If you browse through the text’s table of contents, you will realize that this course’s content is difficult if not impossible to water down or simplify.  Therefore, understanding and enjoying this literature will demand extra time and effort from all of us.  We will, however, be paid back more than in full by the beauty and power of what we will be studying.


CONFERENCES


Some Mondays (and possibly some Fridays) will be reserved for individual conferences.  These are opportunities for individual assistance and discussion.  I will announce these days in advance.


TERM PROJECT—JOURNAL (4 points per entry)


Occasionally, prior to a discussion class, I will ask you  to write a one paragraph to one page journal entry concerning the reading (or one of the readings) for that particular class.  Date the entry and be sure to put the name of the work it is about at the top of the page.  Be ready to share your entry and turn it in at the beginning of the class.


Journal entries are due at the beginning of class and will not be accepted late for any reason.  This is because they only have value if they are written before the discussion and the writer then participates in the discussion. 


•	However, to allow for the unexpected, you may skip one journal  entry during the quarter without question or penalty.   �
 


•	The keys to a successful journal are the following:





Be sure to read the journal assignment carefully and write a response that pertains to it.





Always have your journal entry completed before class.  I will be calling on each of you to share your entries throughout the quarter.





Be honest.  Write an answer you believe in, not what you think you are supposed to say.





Show respect for the English language--use it properly.





More specifics concerning the journal will follow.


TESTS (EXPERIENCES)


There will be three tests roughly dividing the material into thirds.  Each is worth 50 points and cannot be taken late unless you make arrangements in advance. 


ATTENDANCE


Even though attendance is optional, I urge you to attend regularly.  Not  only will your effort on the tests be wasted if you do not attend, but so too will your time and credits.


YOUR FINAL GRADE


S.C.C. uses the decimal grading system.  This allows a student to receive a much more exact grade.  I will first convert your grade to percentage by dividing you total points by  the  total points possible.  Using the chart below, I will then convert your percentage  grade  to a decimal grade.   The decimal value will appear on your grade sheet and transcript.


S.C.C. Percent-to-Decimal Grading Scale





  100--4.0       89--3.4        79--2.7        69--1.7   


    99--4.0       88--3.4        78--2.6        68--1.6


    98--3.9       87--3.3        77--2.5        67--1.5


    97--3.9       86--3.3        76--2.4        66--1.4


    96--3.8       85--3.2        75--2.3        65--1.3


    95--3.8       84--3.2        74--2.2        64--1.2


    94--3.7       83--3.1        73--2.1        63--1.1


    93--3.7       82--3.0        72--2.0        62--1.0


    92--3.6       81--2.9        71--1.9        61--0.9


    91--3.6       80--2.8        70--1.8        60--0.8


		              90--3.5
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