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The Long-awaited Experience #3

Directions:  Please briefly answer each of the following questions: (10 points each)

1. Please read Stanza 5 of Seaweed, p. 1686 (1724).  To what does the poem compare these "storms of wild emotion"?  What do the "storms of wild emotion . . . of the poet's soul" sometimes create?  

1a. Explain how Melville’s Bartleby the Scrivener might relate to Karl Marx’s assertion that “the economy determines the art.”

2.  In Nature, p. 1721 (1756-7), what human relationship is nature compared to?

3.  What church's religious service does First Day Thoughts, p. 1729 (1767), describe?  Using details from the poem, briefly describe the inside of the church and the church service itself.

4.  Please read Lincoln's Letter to General U.S. Grant, pp. 1771-1772 (1827).  What personal quality of Lincoln does this letter reveal?

5.  Consider Harriet Jacobs Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl, pp. 1809-1821 (1857-1868).  Why were her children put in jail?

6.  In the third-from-the-last paragraph of Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, pp. 1822-1834 (1869-1881), Douglass resolves, "however long I might remain a slave in form, the day had passed forever when I could be a slave in fact."  What does he mean?
7.  In Whitman’s poem This Compost pp. 1996-1997 (2016-2017), please first explain what startles the narrator in the first part of the poem.   Second, why is the narrator terrified at the end of the poem?

At the beginning of the poem, the narrator is startled because:

At the end of the poem, the narrator is terrified because:

8.    Consider Whitman’s poem A Noiseless Patient Spider, p. 2013 (2033).  To what are the spider and its search compared?  What does the poem mean?

9.  Of all of the authors and characters we have met this quarter, which one would you most like to have dinner with and why? (Please use the back of this page—20 points).

